
July 2, 2020

Dear Northwest Early College High School Parents and Guardians,

First, I hope you and your families are staying safe and healthy and I would like to thank you for the patience and 
understanding you have shown during this overwhelming time. Canutillo ISD along with all the district campus principals 
has been planning and preparing for a number of scenarios for the coming school year while looking to guidance and 
direction from the state. The information we have received regarding how to proceed has changed weekly or even daily 
up to this point and may continue to change as COVID-19 case numbers continue to fluctuate.
 
Knowing that you need information to plan for the new school year and that we have limited time to prepare for students to
return to the classroom, we have taken the guidance we have received from the state and our district and worked to 
develop processes and guidelines where none have been given. Beginning July 2, 2020, the primary parent or guardian 
contact for each registered NWECHS student will receive an email with a link to a commitment form for the 2020-21 
school year. On our website and detailed below, you will find the school model outlines for both virtual learning and on-
campus learning. This contains the recent information about the two options and we will continue to add more information 
as it becomes available so that you are able to make the most educated decision possible as to which learning 
environment is best for your student. It is important to note that the information you see attached and on our website may 
change over time based on direction issued by the state. We recommend that you check our site on a regular basis.

The commitment form will be due by 11:59 p.m. on Friday, July 27. While we are asking you to make a decision in the 
next three weeks regarding how your child will start the new school year, please know that we understand that you are 
having to make this decision based on the current situation with COVID-19 and with information that is changing daily. 
Therefore, we will allow parents to change their students' learning model after the school year begins. We will 
communicate this process at a later time. 

The virtual learning model is an opt-in, online program that is done at home. If we do not receive a commitment form for a 
student by July 27, we will assume that the student will attend on-campus classes on August 17, 2020, the first day of 
school. On campus instruction will take place only if there are no district closures due to COVID 19, in which case
all students will be required to follow the virtual learning model. Please see our school calendar for this school year 
at http://www.canutillo-isd.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=49876617. EPCC classes will begin August 24, 
2020 and will all be virtual online classes. UTEP still has not released their plans for reopening.  

Our mandatory Freshman Bridge program will begin Monday, August 10, 2020. You will have the option of 
attending either virtually or on campus (if the district allows campus openings). Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided for all students attending either option. Bus transportation will also be provided. Detailed information 
about the summer bridge program will be sent out mid July.

We will continue to serve breakfast and lunch as a grab and go option following the CDC guidelines. Bus transportation 
will be available and will also follow the CDC guidelines as much as possible. A detailed bus transportation will be 
mailed and uploaded to our school website mid July. The district is developing an FAQ to reflect the many questions 
that were submitted over the past weeks. We know you will continue to have questions regarding the upcoming school 
year, and we are working to respond as quickly as possible while also updating the FAQ on the website. We encourage 
you to take a look at the FAQ to see if an answer to your question is already listed.

Another email will follow shortly from our campus with the subject line “Northwest ECHS 2020-2021 School Year 
Commitment Form.” If you have more than one student at Northwest ECHS, you will receive a separate email for each 
individual student. The primary contact listed for each student will receive the form, similar to the survey sent via email last
month. 
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   Our personal commitment towards you and your son/daughter will be in promoting the joy of college and high school, 
fostering a sense of community, and maintaining an open line of communication, despite the current pandemic. We 
encourage you to monitor our district and campus websites, your parent portal and any of your son/daughter instructor’s 
communication apps such as Remind. We are excited to share all the learning these students will be engaged in and 
although their courses will be rigorous, they will be structured so that each student can achieve his or her highest potential
and develop into college learners. More so, we will do our best to make sure that each student develops socially and 
emotionally.

   We value each of our students and families and appreciate the trust you have placed in our school system. We look 
forward to seeing you for the 2020-21 school year. 

Sincerely,

Jesica Arellano 
Principal
jarellano@canutillo-isd.org
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Virtual Instruction at Northwest Digital Academy (NDA)
Northwest ECHS’s virtual learning format will require support from caring adults at home and within the online classroom 
environment. Activities are designed to ensure that students continue learning at the pace of the current NWECHS and 
EPCC scope and sequence as well as continue to develop a love of learning and gain appropriate academic and social-
emotional skills. Through a well-developed virtual program, students will continue to meet their goal of being future ready. 
Classes within Northwest Digital Academy are created by Northwest ECHS and will follow the schedule of classes at the 
early college campus. We will ensure open lines of communication between teachers, students and parents. The level of 
rigor, workload, time commitment and timing of classes will be primary differences from the eLearning plan in the spring of
2020.

In keeping with our mission of the high quality instruction and associate degree attainment, we will structure the students’ 
Northwest Digital Academy learning schedule to require students to participate in synchronous and asynchronous 
learning. Synchronous learning is two-way, real-time, live instruction between teachers and students through the 
computer or other electronic devices. Asynchronous learning is a curricular experience where students engage in the 
learning materials on their own time, interacting intermittently with the teacher via the computer or other electronic 
devices.

Northwest ECHS expectations for Northwest ECHS Digital Academy synchronous learning classes

● Students are required to attend class on time - per class schedule.
● Students will follow NWECHS dress code.
● Students are prepared and ready to learn.
● Workspace is available and designated for the student.
● Students will show their face on the screen to engage with the teacher virtually.
● Students will actively participate in the class.

Northwest ECHS expectations for Northwest Digital Academy asynchronous learning

● Complete asynchronous activities assigned each day and on time.
● Students show proof of participation in daily eLearning by satisfactorily completing assigned assignments to 

demonstrate evidence of student learning ie. video, picture, or activities submitted as lessons and/or completing 
assignments. Please note, not all lessons must have an assignment, as there will be teacher discretion on the 
number of assignments, as they follow the CISD/EPCC grading guidelines.

● Students and parents will communicate with the teacher when needing additional assistance, tutoring, etc.
● NWDA has numerous differences from eLearning in the spring based on feedback received from parents, 

students and teachers. NWDA will look different based on the name and need of each student. In addition, 
students who receive supplemental services or are in different grades will find that their services are 
developmentally appropriate. 

Key aspects of the Virtual School include:

● An improvement upon quality and depth of the curriculum.
● Personalized learning opportunities.
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● A mix of pre-recorded videos and real-time virtual lessons. The addition of real-time lessons to the virtual learning 
platform is based on feedback the school received regarding eLearning.

● Data-driven, personalized enrichment and intervention.
 *Some mandated related services, to be scheduled on an individual or small group basis, may also be offered on  
  campus.
On-Campus Instruction
Northwest ECHS is ready, willing and able to meet the needs of students through face-to-face instruction in
the 2020-21 school year. We employ a full-time registered nurse who is prepared to deliver evidence-
based, high quality medical care to students. A number of enhanced health and safety protocols will be in 
place to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Highlights include:

● All students and staff will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms daily and individuals who present 
symptoms will be separated and sent home.

● Staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to reporting to work each day. 
● Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each day prior to 

sending their student to school. 
● Teachers will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present.
● The use of face coverings will be required.
● Class size will depend on the number of students who choose to participate in on-campus learning. 

Desks or tables will be socially distanced as much as instructionally possible.
● Student movement will be staggered to limit the number of people in various areas during 

transitions. Traffic patterns will be established to separate individuals to the greatest extent 
possible, and signage will encourage social distancing. 

● Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be readily available and thorough hand washing will be practiced. 
Staff will limit the use of shared supplies when possible and have access to disinfectant wipes to 
sanitize high-touch and working surfaces as well as shared objects.

*The campus will not be an open campus for lunch and students will be required to eat at 
campus designated areas. Any student not adhering to the lunch expectations will be 
disciplined accordingly.
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